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Ron D. Burton retired as president of the University of 
Oklahoma Foundation Inc. in 2007. He is a member of 
the American Bar Association and is admitted to 
practice before the U.S. Supreme Court. Ron is a founder 
and past president of the Norman Public School 
Foundation, and founder and past board member of the 
Norman Community Foundation. He was vice 
president of the Last Frontier Council of the Boy Scouts 
of America and received the Silver Beaver Award. 

A Rotarian since 1979, he has served as RI director, 
Rotary Foundation trustee vice chair, International 
Assembly moderator, committee chair, Permanent 
Fund national adviser, regional Rotary Foundation 
coordinator, and aide to the President. Ron has 
received the RI Service Above Self Award and the 
Foundation's Distinguished Service Award and 
International Service Award for a Polio-Free 
World. He and his wife Jetta, have two children and 
three grandchildren.

Rotary Mysore extends its heartiest congratu-
lations to the new President and wishes him the very 
best in his leadership of the Rotary.

Paul P. Harris, Rotary founder:

"One cannot achieve the Pinnacles of Service unless one experiences the 

Miracles of Friendship. Friendship is the foundation rock upon which Rotary 

was built and tolerance is the element that holds it together."

CHAMUNDICHAMUNDI
Charter Nite and Installation Special

Rotary International President 2013-14

Rotary Club of  Norman
Oklahoma, USA (2013-14)

 District Governor 2013-14, RI Dist. 3180

Rtn. Gururaj S. is a 
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  
Rotary  Mysore since 
1989. He has held 
various responsib-
ilities at the club as 

well as at the District level. During his presidential term 
in the year 2000-2001, he dedicated many permanent 
projects to the community and Rotary Club Mysore was 
adjudged as the best club in the District during that 
year. He served as Assistant Governor during 2003-04, 
as District Secretary during 2005-06 and led the GSE 
team to R.I. Dist.9910, New Zealand during 2008-09. He 
has received 4 avenues citation by Rotary 
International.

 Hailing from a family of teachers, he began his career as 
a teacher but soon took up agriculture and poultry. He 
established co-operatives and a poultry newspaper to 

assist the farmers, which is the first of its kind. Coming 
back to his roots, he founded an educational institution 
- Chaitra High School & P.U. College in the southern part 
of Mysore.  He is a member of many social and cultural 
organizations and has vast National and International 
touring exposure.

Rtn. Gururaj has a cohesive family. His wife Smt. 
Pushpalatha, assists him in all walks of life, and is a 
member of Inner Wheel and has served as president of 
the club. He has a married daughter Mrs. Charulatha, 
who is pursuing higher education with her husband 
Aditya in the U.S. and son Shishir, who is pursuing 
Engineering. All the four members are Paul Harris 
Fellows and Rtn. Gururaj is a major donor.  

Rotary Mysore takes great pride that one of its own, Rtn. 
Gururaj S., is the District Governor, RID 3180. We wish 
Rtn. Gururaj a great and successful year ahead in his 
leadership of the District.

+91 821 4247823     www.rotarymysore.org

Ron D. Burton
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Our Chief  Guest and  OfficerInstalling
PDG Rtn. R. Guru is the 
Chairman of the N. R. Group 
of Industries. N. Ranga Rao 
and Sons, the flagship 

company of the group makes Cycle Brand 
Agarbathies, the largest sold in India. The 
other businesses of the Group are 
Rangsons Electronics (Pvt) Ltd., Natural & 
Essential Oils (Pvt) Ltd., and Ripple 
Fragrances (Pvt) Ltd. 

N. R. Foundation, the charitable wing of the 
Group runs a free residential school for blind 
girls and a Junior College in Mysore. It has 
adopted six selected slums of Mysore City. 
School dropouts in these slums are 
identified and educational and skill-
building inputs are given to motivate them 

to join mainstream education. Further, 
ladies in these slums are encouraged to 
form self-help groups for various socio-
e c o n o m i c  a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  t h e i r  
empowerment. Rtn. Guru is involved in 
very many educational, cultural, social and 
service organizations in Mysore. He is on 
the board of several educational and 
cultural institutions. He was heading the 
Mysore Agenda Task Force. He was a 
member of the Mysore University 
Syndicate as the Governor's nominee.

PDG Rtn. Guru is a member of Rotary 
Mysore. After serving all offices at the club 
and district level, he became the Governor 
of R. I. Dist 3180 in 1994 – 95. He has been 
recognized by the Rotary Foundation with 

“Citation for Meritorious Services” and 
“Distinguished Service Award” and by 
Rotary International with the “Service 
above Self” award. At National level he has 
served on the National Polio Plus 
Committee. At International level, he has 
served as Zone Coordinator for “Avoidable 
Blindness Task Force” for Zone 6 for the 
year 2000 – 2001, as Area Coordinator for 
“Friendship and Fellowship Task Force” 
during 2001 –2002 and as a member on 
t h e  “ Fr i e n d s h i p  a n d  Fe l l o w s h i p  
Committee” of Rotary International. He is a 
major Donor to the Rotary Foundation. 

His wife Smt. Sulochana is active in the 
Inner Wheel movement. They have two 
daughters Sudha and Pushpa and a son 
Pavan, all married. All the family members 
are PHFs.

As the curtains are drawn on 
another Rotary year, it is 
time to reminisce on the 
happenings in the just-
concluded term of my 

tenure of one year of President-ship. 
S u c c e s s i o n  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  k e y  
responsibilities of leadership and a 
leader's lasting value is measured by 
succession. Today we usher in the rites of 
succession for the new Club Presidency.  
After 52 weeks, we now come to witness an 
important event in the exercise of the 
leadership role in Rotary - the Charter Nite 
& Installation function.

I am privileged to preside over the Charter 
Nite & Installation function as part of the 
continuing history and tradition of our 
Club. Performing this last official act as 
Club President gives me a feeling of 
excitement, not because this means I can 
sit at any table during our fellowship, but 
because this allows me to look back and 
objectively assess what Rotary Mysore 
accomplished this year. In keeping with the 
Rotary theme for 2012-13 "Peace through 
Service", as one of more than 33,000 
Rotary Clubs around the globe, we actively 
supported the Rotary foundation and 
Rotary International's Worldwide Polio 
Eradication Initiative. Our collective goal is 
the elimination of polio from the world. In 
addition, we continued to support a 

From the President 2012-13 – Farewell… and passing on the baton
number of key programs and projects that 
have a positive impact in our community.

A year ago, I said that I'd hope to be able to 
add my piece of stone to the edifice that we 
are collectively building, and to which the 
Pa s t  P re s i d e n t s  b e fo re  m e  h ave  
contributed during their time. A year 
hence, I step down secure in the reflection 
that I did my part in sustaining the Club's 
goals of being recognized at the District 
Level, getting acknowledged as the Best 
Club in R I District 3180. As I formally pass 
on the mantle of leadership to our new 
President, allow me to mention a couple of 
moments that I will never forget:

• The tremendous impression our club 
made on the District Governor Dr Devdas 
Rai during his official visit, and the fact 
that we lived up to his expectations.

• Our thoroughly enjoyable visit to the 
Rotary International convention in 
Bangkok, Thailand. 

• The significant contributions by our 
Rotary Mysore members to the Club, 
making it alive and more vibrant; for 
sharing your resources, for sharing 
yourself at the Club functions and 
activities; for sharing your time by 
leading the chairmanships of our club 
projects.

I know I succeeded in my leadership only 

because you were there with me all the way 
to see me through.   Joining Rotary was 
honor enough for me, but serving this Club 
as President was a distinct privilege. I am 
proud I  was  g iven this  s ingular  
opportunity.  Albert Einstein said, "There 
are only two ways to live your life. One is as 
though nothing is a miracle. The other is as 
though everything is a miracle."  Having the 
honor to serve as your president was a 
miracle for me.  Thank you.  I would also 
like to express my gratefulness to a host of 
my friends, who donated liberally to the 
TRF, Community Service and Club Service. 

I now pass on the torch of Club 
leadership to our new President M.C.S. 
Manohara and his team.  Let's continue 
to help build a better place for our 
fellowmen. Let's continue to make new 
friends and establish goodwill. Let's 
continue to make dreams real, as our 
Rotary theme this year says, "Engage 
Rotary – Change Lives”. I hope the 
incoming President enjoys the experience 
as much as I have. Let's give President 
Manohara all the support and commitment 
that you afforded me. He deserves no less!  
Thank you once again.

With Warm Personal Regards

President 2012-13
K G Anantharaj Urs
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From the President 2013-14 – carrying the torch forward
Dear Rotarians,  

It is indeed a humbling 
moment for me to be chosen 
as the President by the 
members of the prestigious 
Rotary Mysore and lead the 
Club for the Rotary year 

2013 - 14. Rotary Mysore has always been 
PROMINENT, PERFORMING & PREMIER 
CLUB in Rotary District 3180. I take it as a 
distinct honor to serve as the 59th 
President of Rotary Mysore.  Our club is 
endowed with excellent members who 
cherish the idea of service to community. It 
would be our continuous endeavor to be 
involved in several initiatives in all Avenues 
of Service and to continue the ongoing 
permanent projects. Our Club would 
actively participate in the projects 
organized by our District and make 
substantial contributions to RI foundation 
during the year. We actively support Rotary 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s  Wo r l d w i d e  P o l i o  
Eradication Initiative.  

To promote bonhomie among the Rotary 
families, regular fun-filled fellowship will 

be organized.   New members add new life 
to the existing ideas of the club and 
therefore I request all members to identify 
and invite their friends and associates 
whom they think have a passion to serve 
society at large and can enrich our club.         

Ron D. Burton, the RI President for 2013-
14 has given us the wonderful theme 
"Engage Rotary, Change Lives". He says, 
“All of us came to Rotary to get involved, and 
to make a difference. And in Rotary service, as 
in just about everything else in life, the more 
you put into it, the more you get out of it. If 
you only put in a token effort, you won't 
accomplish very much, and you won't find 
very much satisfaction in what you do 
accomplish. But when you make the decision 
to truly engage Rotary — to bring Rotary 
service and Rotary values into every day of 
your life — that is when you start to see the 
incredible impact that you can have. That's 
when you find the inspiration, the 
excitement, and the power to truly change 
lives. And no one's life will be changed more 
than your own”.

My message to fellow-Rotarians of 
Rotary Mysore:

The only way to have a strong organization 
is to have a strong membership—with clubs 
full of people who love Rotary, who are 
engaged in Rotary, who are committed to 
service and in it for the right reasons. The 
more our Rotarians are engaged in service, 
the more successful Rotary will be. And that 
is what I mean when I humbly request you 
all to “Engage Rotary, Change Lives”. 

I congratulate President Anantharaj Urs for 
having set high standards and created new 
benchmarks during his year. I thank him for 
handing me the torch of leadership of 
Rotary Mysore. I immensely thank each and 
every member of Rotary Mysore for having 
reposed confidence in me and my team. 
With the guidance of all senior Rotarians 
and the enthusiasm of members of our Club, 
I assure you we will have a service-oriented, 
fun-filled, fulfilling, and memorable Rotary 
year ahead and keep Rotary Mysore's flag 
flying high.

Yours in Rotary

President 2013-14
Manohara M.C.S.

Rotary InformationRotary Information

Statue of Paul Harris
At the entrance to the 
Paul Harris Gallery a life 
size statue of Paul 
Harris welcomes you in 
with outstretched hand. 
The statue is the product 
of two generations of 
artists and Rotarians. 
The head is modeled by 
Isao Morioka of Tokyo 
who met Paul Harris in 
1935, when Paul sat for a 
bust that the Japanese 
artist made.

The new statue's body 
was completed in 1993 
by Isao's son, Kimihiko 
Morioka.The completed 
statue is of bronze-finish 
f i b r e g l a s s .  I t  w a s  
b ro ke n  d ow n  i n to  
three sections for the trip from Japan, and 
delivered to Evanston personally by Kimihiko, who 
reassembled it with nuts, bolts and epoxy. The 
statue was dedicated on March 27, 1993."

(sourced from RHHIF)

CONGRATS and BEST WISHES

PDG  R.  Guru
District   Counsellor

S.L.  Ramachandra
District   Secretary

 Dr.  M.N.  Bheemesh
Asst.  Governor   Zone  7

R. A jay Kumar  Singh
Zonal   Lieutenant   Zone  7

Congrats and best wishes to the incoming team of 
Inner Wheel Club of Mysore led by Mrs. Uma 
Shivaprasad. Congrats to the outgoing President 
Mrs. Geethashree K.S. Rao on a job well done.

Ever wonder why the Rotary year begins 1 July?

At its August 1912 meeting, the RI Board of Directors and auditors 
recommended that the organization end its fiscal year on 30 June to give the 
secretary and treasurer time to prepare a financial statement for the 
convention and board. The executive committee concurred, and at its April 
1913 meeting, designated 30 June as the end of the fiscal year. The term 
"Rotary year" has been used to signify Rotary’s annual administrative 
period since at least 1913. Since the executive committee's decision in 1913, 
the end of the Rotary year has remained 30 June. 
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CHAMUNDICHAMUNDI

(Sitting from Left to Right:)

 has his 
own business - Shivapuja Trading Co - a 
franchise of Amaron batteries. He is the 
Immediate Past VP and Past Secretary and is 
Silent, Versatile and down-to-earth. He is 
married to Padma who is a past President of 
Inner Wheel, and the couple has two children, 
Vishwesh and Vaishnav.

- Kind and Generous, he 
has held many positions in MRC taking charge 
as Administrator and Secretary in 1994. He is 
also the Secretary of MRC Charitable Trust. He 
has been the President of Mysore Sports Club. 
At present, he is the President of Ursu Gymkhana 
Club. He is married to Sadhvi Devi, a lecturer by 
profession, and the couple has two children 
Kushalini  and Parikshith.

 – Multi-
faceted, Charismatic and Suave, Manu brings 
forth his dynamism and varied contacts from his 
media world to the table in his interactions with 
the Rotary and its members. He is married to 
Vibha and the couple has a daughter Akanksha.

 - is in 
the Motion Picture exhibition business. 
Assertive and articulate, Raja is married to 
Seema, and has a daughter Riddhi and a son 
Rudraksha. He has also served as an Interactor 
and Rotaractor and is the past Jt. Secretary.

 – 
Strong and Knowledgeable, is into Lubricants 

President-Elect Rtn. PHF Sridhar S.V.

Immediate Past President Rtn. PHF 
Anantharaj Urs K.G.

President Rtn. PHF Manohara M.C.S.

Hon. Secretary Rtn. PHF Rajaram M.R.

Hon. Treasurer Rtn. PP PHF Dinesh S.K.

and Exide battery distribution. Proprietor of 
Veekay Agencies. President of Indian Oil Dealers' 
Association for 20 years, is also VP of the state 
body. A past President of Rotary Mysore he has 
been on various District Committees and has 
been the Distt. Conference Secretary. Married to 
Suma who is into Event Management, the couple 
has two kids – Nitesh, who is with Google, and 
Brinda, who is doing BBM.

 is the 
Imm. Past Hon. Secretary of the Club. Hard-
working and Soft-hear ted, Venky is a 
manufacturer of kitchen equipments. Venkatesh 
is married to Savitha. Daughter Sowmya is a past 
DIR at Interact and son Vikas is pursuing 
medicine.

(Standing from Left to Right:)

 is a Computer Science graduate and is a 
hardware dealer for major IT companies. He has 
been Secretary of Electronics Dealers' 
Association. Debonair Arvind married Payal in 
2002 and is blessed with twins Hridhay 'n 
Hrishab. Arvind is a Rotarian since 2007.

 is an 
eLearning Consultant and is into Content writing 
and Design. Has a passion for writing and 
people-skilling. Balanced and Reliable, had a 
successful last year as Editor of Chamundi. His 
wife Vidya is a Professor & HoD at NIE. The 
couple have two kids – Aashrith and Amruth.

is a distributor for "SHARP" pumps and has a 

Vice-President Rtn. PHF Venkatesh H.S.

Director – Youth Service, Rtn. Arvind D. 
Singavi

Editor and Webmaster, Rtn. Arun B.R.

Director – Club Service, Rtn. Manjesh Kumar 
S. 

Car Service Center authorized by "BOSCH, 
Germany". He is easily approachable and helpful 
and is an environmental enthusiast. As Director 
of Community Service, he has executed a 
number of key projects. Son of Rtn. 
Shanthamurthy K.R., he is married to Smitha 
and has a daughter Brindala.

 is ever-smiling and positive. He is 
an Engineer in Polymer Tech and is an 
industrialist in the field of corrugation and starch 
making and is Proprietor Leah Traders. Married 
to Navya and has a beautiful 4-year old by name, 
guess, Leah! He is an avid golfer, plays tennis 
and likes movies and travelling.

 is an engineer 
and is a Consultant on Software Development 
having worked extensively on software products 
for financial systems. A Rotarian since 2005, 
Ravi has served our board in the capacity of 
Vocational Director and as International Director. 
Ravi is married to Vinutha. They have two 
daughters Sahana and Sanjana.

 is a farmer, coffee planter and 
floriculturist. Earlier, he had set up the largest 
Anthurium farm in India. Was a board member 
for the National Horticulture Board and an 
adviser to the Govt. of Kerala. A senior Rotarian, 
he has been Director of Vocational Service last 
year as well. Tireless and Voluble, he is married 
to Vijayalakshmi and has two daughters Anita G. 
Kumar and Gita Gopinath (of Harvard fame).

 deals 
with paints and is a colorful personality. He is 
ever-smiling and easygoing. He has been 
Director of New Generation Service. He is 
married to Swati and the couple is blessed with 
two children - Suhani and Siya.

Director - Community Service, Rtn. Chetan 
Vishwanath

Director – International Service, Rtn. Monica 
V. Sathish

Joint Secretary Rtn. PHF C. Ravi

Director – Vocational Service, Rtn. PHF 
Gopinath T.V.

Sergeant-at-Arms Rtn. Sumeeth G.S.

 is an MCom from Mysore University 
and is a PRO with Pearson Education Services. 
Happily married to Sathish K. who has his 
construction business, the couple is blessed 
with a son Aryan.

The Four-Way Test
“Of the things we think, say or do:

1. Is it the ?

2. Is it to all concerned?

3. Will it build  and

?

4. Will it be  to all concerned?”

TRUTH

FAIR

GOODWILL

BETTER FRIENDSHIPS

BENEFICIAL
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